Three Very Powerful Things 

Phil 2:9-11 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. ESV

1 Peter 1:18-19 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. ESV

James 4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

There are many Christians who possess great and powerful things and do not fully realize what it is that they have; there are many other Christians who do not possess these same great and powerful things because they have not realized that these things are available to them.  Both cases are a tragedy and I preach to remedy any possible scenario of this in this congregation and in our lives.  I, for one, want to possess every great thing that God has given me, I want to use it as God designed, and I want to fully realize and understand the significance of what God has given me.

Think of someone who has a state-of-the-art treadmill and uses it only to hang their clothes on at night.  Think of my grandmother whom a few decades ago, when my mother and her sisters had all gone in to purchase her a very expensive and very nice camera with fancy lenses and such, the next year we found her still using the dollar store throw away cameras and the fancy camera was still in the box and that box was still in the closet serving as a vase holder.  So are some people with great and awesome things that God has granted – they neglect them or use them for far beneath what they are capable of doing!  What a tragedy it would be for Superman to put on his suit and his glasses and just go through his entire life as Clark Kent, ordinary businessman, when he has all of this great power unused and dormant within.  Let it not be so with us Christians, for God has given us far greater things than x-ray vision or red tights!  God has granted us with tremendous and powerful tools and it is time to fully utilize them and to fully grasp what we have – what use is an eagle’s wings if it never comes to the realization that it can fly?  And you, my brothers and sisters, were not created nor were you born again to crawl along in life, barely getting by and with head hung low and eyes downcast and impotent.  You were created to run and you were given wings to soar!  This is the Lord’s doing and the Lord’s plan and Isaiah said it well:

Isa 40:28-31 Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 29 He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength. 30 Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; 31 but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. ESV

Somebody be strengthened today in the Lord!  Somebody cast your weariness aside for the joy of the Lord and His strength!  He is not weakened today nor faint – our God is here to restore to you the walk and to enable you to fly spiritually!  And to accomplish this, He has given you many great and powerful things!  

______________________________________________________________________

Certainly there are many things we could talk about here as being great and powerful things that God has given, but I would like to focus on things that I feel are all too often underutilized and that need to be fully grasped in understanding in order to make a difference.  And each of these three things that I bring to you today are things that if you would but grasp them, embrace them, and use them fully they would make a drastic difference in your life and spiritual walk.  God help us to utilize these three very powerful things that God has provided for each of us!  The first great thing that I would mention to you is:

The Blood of Jesus Christ

To someone who has never spent much time in an Apostolic church, our fascination and celebration of blood is disconcerting.  “What blood,” they think.  “Who died?” – “Am I next?”  Relax, there’s no ceremonial knives in the back.  We are talking about the blood of Christ, the blood that He shed for us when He died on Calvary and if you will utilize that blood, you don’t have to die and that is why we celebrate it!  

One of the most fundamental lessons of the Bible is that sin required the shedding and application of blood in order to be forgiven and remitted.  When Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, God performed the first blood sacrifice, killing animals to provide skins to cover their nakedness and shame.  From there on out, animal blood sacrifice was required to please God and throughout the scriptures there were thousands and thousands of such sacrifices offered up to God.  There is a point to all of this and that was to lead us to and teach us about Jesus Christ.  He was the Lamb of God, the sacrifice for sins of the world.  He was the ultimate sacrifice and that is why He gave His life on the cross, to provide redemption – that’s just a fancy word to say that He purchased back from the ramifications of sin.  Sin said that we had to die unless there was a blood sacrifice offered in its place and all of those animal sacrifices just rolled people’s sins ahead for one year; it was not until Jesus Christ, a sinless man, gave His life that sins could truly be forgiven and washed away.  Because Jesus Christ never sinned, His death wasn’t required to pay for His own sins, yet He died anyway and thus His sacrifice can be applied to our lives.  This is only available because of His great love towards us and because of His grace and mercy.  Our text said:

1 Peter 1:18-19 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. ESV

More valuable than even silver and gold, was the precious blood of Christ!  And it was the precious blood of Christ that ransomed us from who we used to be, and not silver and gold.

Since the scriptures are likening the process to monetary things, think of redemption like this.  You have a zillion dollars debt on your credit card and there is no way that you can pay it.  And because you cannot pay it, they are going to come and kill you.  But Jesus Christ has no debt on His credit card and yet He allows them to kill Him before they come to kill you.  He now has a zillion dollars credit on His credit card.  He does not stay dead, but rises again to a glorified body and instead of taking His zillion credits and spending it on Himself, He loves you enough to offer to transfer His credit to pay off your debt if you will just obey some simple steps that He outlines.  That is what repentance and water baptism in Jesus’ name provides.  There cannot be forgiveness nor remission of our sins unless the blood of Jesus is applied to your life and forgiveness comes at both repentance and water baptism, the Bible tells us and the water baptism is also for “the washing away of our sins.”
  Thereafter, if you make up in your mind to live for God and do what is right and walk everyday with that in mind, yet even if you mess up and make a mistake, we find that:

1 John 1:7-9 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. ESV       

Don’t take that scripture out of context:  John included himself in the “we” of this passage and John was baptized in Jesus’ name and had repented of His sins.  These promises are written to repentant and baptized believers who are “walking in the light” and have not returned to walk in the darkness of their sins, but who, while living for God have made a mistake.  The blood of Jesus works in their life as well!  

What a promise!  What a powerful thing, this blood of Jesus really is!  All of your past sins can be forgiven!  Your coming judgment can be averted and changed to one of joy!  The stains and the marks of those sins can be forgiven!  The debt that we could not pay can be paid and we can be indebted to a wonderful Savior!  And as we live for Him, that same blood flows forward available when we need it to help us continue on this path to glory!  This is not a license to sin; this is power to make it living for God!  This is not unconditional eternal security, but rather conditional promises that if we will utilize them, can make sure that we make it!  Somebody needs to realize what a great and precious promise the blood of Jesus truly is!  If you have repented of your sins and been baptized in the name of Jesus, you are somebody in the spiritual world because you have access and are completely covered with the blood of Jesus in the spiritual realm!  

Throughout the scriptures, we find blood mentioned over and over again and in more ways than just blood sacrifice on the day where the people’s sins were rolled forward by the sacrificial lamb.  To put it in a nutshell, we find the blood:

· Purified and cleansed people and things

· Forgave and washed away sin

· Granted access to God’s presence

· Provided protection from evil and harm

· Made restitution between brothers and neighbors

· Brought blessing upon those who had it on them

When the priest put on their wonderful and beautiful garments, they were not able to truly serve the Lord until blood had been put upon those beautiful and exquisite fabrics.  When you read the great time and effort and money that went into sewing those garments, your first reaction is “they just ruined it by putting blood upon it.”  It is the same with the beautiful Tabernacle with its fine drapes and such.  But God was teaching us something about the temple of our bodies and our own goodness:  without the blood of Jesus Christ event the best man in the world is lacking and ugly.  The old song said, “you’re never fully dressed without a smile.”  I agree, but to a Christian, I would say, “you’re never fully dressed for the coming eternity until you have the blood of Jesus applied in your life through repentance and water baptism.”  That’s why Cornelius, the good man from Italy in the 10th chapter of Acts needed to hear from God to find Simon Peter so that Simon Peter could teach them on the Holy Spirit and command them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ!  His goodness and His giving and His prayers and even His repentance weren’t enough – he needed to be completely immersed in the blood of Jesus Christ! 

The old saying that used to be heard in Spirit-filled churches and that I think needs to return to our vocabulary with a better understanding of what we mean is “I plead the blood of Jesus Christ.”  By saying that, we mean, “we are not trusting in our own power but the power that Jesus Christ has provided to us!”  We are saying, “we are appealing to His protection power in this bad situation because we belong to Him and just as the blood protected people from evil in the Old Testament, so do I trust in Jesus Christ to protect me now!”  By saying, “we plead the blood of Jesus” we are saying, “Jesus, make reconciliation between our family members, both with each other and to you!”  “Save our unsaved loved ones and bring peace between them and you as you did to us!”  We are saying, “God show up and show out!”  I plead the blood of Jesus Christ because it is a very, very powerful thing that God has given us!  Somebody use it!

_______________________________________________________________________  

A second very, very powerful thing that God has given us that is underutilized and not fully grasped by so many Christians is:

The Name of Jesus 

When God deals with Moses in the Old Testament and reveals what would be the saving name of God for the Old Covenant of Law, He makes an interesting statement to Moses:

Ex 6:3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty, but by my name the LORD I did not make myself known to them. ESV

The term “God Almighty” is El Shaddai in the Hebrew and the term for “LORD” is Jehovah.  God told Moses that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob knew Him as El Shaddai but not as Jehovah, but if you glance back to the book of Genesis, you find that those guys did know and use the name Jehovah.  For example Genesis 12:8 says that Abraham built an altar and called upon the name of the “LORD” which in the Hebrew is Jehovah.  

What gives?  Apparently it is possible to know a name and even use a name and not really know the name.  That is, Abraham knew how to say Jehovah and even used it when praying but did not have a full revelation of what was meant by that name or of what God could be as Jehovah.  God cannot lie, so obviously Abraham knew the name of Jehovah but didn’t really know the name in the fullest sense of its power and meaning.  

So it is with many Christians today with the name of Jesus.  Do you know the name of Jesus?  And the answer to that question on most lips will be, “yes.”  But the problem is that they don’t really know the name.  They don’t realize what they are fully calling upon when they say that name.  They don’t really know the great God who goes by that Name and they don’t really know what they are fully meaning when they utter it.  Our text said:

Phil 2:9-11 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. ESV

Let’s get one thing straight and let me be blunt:  Jesus Christ is not a name of God, it is the greatest name of God.  And when you call on “Jesus” you are not calling on a part of God, but you are calling God by the greatest and highest name that He has!  The name of Jesus is “above every name!”  And that includes all of the other names of God.  Jesus Christ is none other than the great God who created the Heavens and Earth manifest or revealed in flesh; He is the image of the invisible God.  There is no other.  When you call on Jesus Christ, you are not calling on Jehovah Junior, you are calling on God by His proper name!  The great and highest name of the One God who sits on the one throne that John saw in heaven is Jesus Christ.  

Jesus is the highest name even of the names of God.  Somebody needs to grasp what that means.  There is a progression of names of God throughout the Scriptures.  First He revealed Himself as Elohim, the God who creates.  The first verse of the Bible is this name for God, “In the beginning God created…”  That “God” in the Hebrew is Elohim.  Then to Abraham and such, He was known as Adonai, which means “Lord” or “Master.”  And then to Moses and the covenant of Law, He revealed Himself as the “I Am that I Am” or when spoken by us about Him, we say, “He Is” which is Jehovah in the Hebrew.  

One thing you need to grasp is that each revelation of a Name of God revealed more and more about God and when people called upon that Name, they learned more about God.  At first, God was just known among men as the Creator, Elohim.  But then they learned that He was much more than just someone who had created all things, but He wanted to be involved in the day-to-day lives of men and women and to be their Lord or Master – Adonai.  But Moses and the children of Israel learned something even greater that when they made God their Master or Lord that He took care of them even against great odds and that He truly was the great “I AM” or He possessed within Himself the ability and the resources that He needed to do and conquer anything!  Need to take two million Jews out of Egypt?  The Great I AM is up to the task!  Need to destroy the entire Egyptian army with only raising one lowly walking rod?  Jehovah can do it and the winds and the waves of the sea came to fight for this great God.  Need bread and water in the desert?  Jehovah can provide that, no problems!  Need guidance in the wilderness and to take out enemies to possess the great Promised Place of God?  Jehovah is up to the task!  They learned a valuable lesson in that new name that God is the “I Am that I Am” – anything I need to be, I can be!  He is all-sufficient and so they learned to know Him in a fuller way than just as Master, but they found that when they made them their Adonai, He would be Jehovah to them, their great resource!  

The other thing you need to grasp is that the refusal to call upon and fully grasp the newly revealed higher name of God would lead to destruction and they could not be saved.  Had Moses and those guys not called upon and grasped the importance of the name of Jehovah, and just stuck to Elohim and Adonai, they would not have seen the saving power of God providing for them and they would not have been saved.  To survive they needed to utilize the power of Jehovah and know God as Jehovah and to be saved, the only saving name under Law was Jehovah!  

But we are no longer in the Old Testament, we are in the New agreement, this great era called Grace!  And to us a new revelation and a new name have been given!  And that name that is above all other names is Jesus Christ!  We know God as the Creator and we know Him as our Master and Ruler and we know Him as Jehovah, the self-sufficient God, but in Jesus Christ we get a deeper revelation and discover a God who knows what it is like to see with eyes of flesh and a God who was willing to robe Himself in flesh to come and die for our sins and pay the price for us and instruct us as one of us!  We discover in this new name a God who would condescend to this earth that He created and lay aside the royal robes of Deity for a time to become as one of His Creation – all to manifest His great love for them and to save them!  When you quote John 3:16, don’t forget 1 John 3:16:

1 John 3:16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. KJV       

And as Paul told those Ephesian pastors, we are in a great church:

Acts 20:28b the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. ESV

We are a part of God’s church, a church that He purchased with His own blood!  This Christ hanging on Calvary is none other than God become flesh to pay the price for our sins!  And the name for this great God was the highest name ever given:  Jesus! 

Think of Jesus’ ministry with me and you will realize that everything every other name of God every represented or embodied, Jesus fulfilled and enacted.  Elohim, the Creator:  is not this same Jesus the one who wakes up from the bottom of the boat and steps forward and commands the winds and the waves to cease and the disciples shrink back muttering to themselves, “what manner of man is this that the wind and the waves obey Him?”  Those winds and waves knew that voice, because it was the same voice that had spoken them to existence in the first verses of Genesis!  Blind guy has no eyeballs?  No problem for Jesus, the same One who had formed man from the very dust of the ground, spit in the dirt, rolled up some little dirt balls and placed them in the man’s eye sockets and suddenly He has working eyes!  No more wine for the marriage supper?  No problem, the same God who rains water upon the earth that is soaked up by the roots of grape vines to produce fruit that is squeezed to produce drink, says “fill the pots up with water” and just speeds the process up by a cazillion times and they have wine.  Jesus Christ certainly was Elohim, the Creator in flesh and none other!  

Jesus was also Adonai, our Master and Lord.  People followed Him and He was the Master teacher.  The most common phrase that His followers bestowed Him as a title was “Lord.”  He said in one place to His disciples: 

John 13:13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. ESV 

Make no mistake about it, when you see Jesus Christ, you are seeing Adonai, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in flesh!

But Jesus Christ is also Jehovah God in flesh!  This is the God of the Old Testament come to dwell among men!  This is the God of the Old Testament Law come to fulfill that very law by providing Himself as a sacrificial Lamb.  Listen to this same Jesus’ words:

John 8:24 I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die in your sins." ESV

John 8:28 So Jesus said to them, "When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me. ESV

The most wonderful things about these verse is that in both places, the “He” is not in the original text and was supplied by the translators.  In both places, Jesus Christ was saying, “I Am” and was using the name of Jehovah God.  He used this same phrase when He was arrested.  He used it repeatedly throughout His ministry and the Jewish people knew exactly what He was saying:

John 8:56-59 Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad." 57 So the Jews said to him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?" 58 Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am." 59 So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. ESV

He did not say, “before Abraham was, I was.” But rather “I am.”  He was claiming to be Jehovah God and they would have stoned Him for that because they considered that blasphemy but Jesus escaped from them!  

Jesus Christ is Jehovah God come in flesh!  And in His Words, “unless you believe that I am, you will die in your sins.”  To be saved entails a grasp of who He is and a revelation of Jesus Christ in a full sense!  He is not just a good man and was not a part of God, but was and is God Almighty!  He is the Jehovah God of the Old Testament, the great I Am come to earth in fleshly form!  Or, as Paul put it, “all of the fullness of Deity dwells in Him bodily.”
  And when we see Jesus Christ, do we not see more than just a man who claimed to be Jehovah God, but don’t we also see a man who acted as Jehovah God?  The same one who parted the Red Sea and proved His mastery over the waters, came walking on them one night, did He not?  The same Jehovah God who provided bread in the wilderness took a lowly lunch of a peasant boy and fed thousands, did He not?  And was that not in a wilderness place?  The same Jehovah God who met with Moses on the mountain and who guided Elijah, met with both of them again on the Mount of Transfiguration, did He not?  And the same God who raised people from the dead throughout the Old Testament, got up from the grave!  Jesus is Jehovah God!  

What are you trying to say, preacher?  I’m trying to get somebody to realize what you have and it is time to start using it!  When you call on the name of Jesus in prayer, you are not calling on a part of God, but on the full revelation of God to act on your behalf.  When you say, “I need you, Jesus” you are calling the Creator, the Master Ruler, and the all sufficient God, and the Miracle Worker who knows what it is like to live on earth to come to your rescue!  And He hears every prayer!  And He knows your needs!  We need to start praying, not just saying the name, but knowing the name!  When we say “in the name of Jesus” let it become more than just a habit, but an utterance that comes from a great revelation that we serve an incredible God who can do all things!  When I use His highest name, the name of Jesus, I am invoking and calling upon everything that God has and is and will be!  Somebody needs to pray from this day forth with a little more faith!  The devils tremble at the name of Jesus!  At the name of Jesus sickness and disease are healed!  There is healing and salvation in the name of Jesus and it is the only name given under heaven whereby we can be saved!  This is the name you must call upon for protection now!  This is the name that everything that we do in word or deed must be done in!  I’m talking about the name of Jesus – It is a very powerful thing that God has given us if we would but grasp it and use it! 

_______________________________________________________________________  

Now whether or not what I have just preached to you about the wonderful, powerful blood and the name of Jesus changes your life and brings great power into your life is dependent upon what you do with a third powerful thing that God has provided each of you.  That third thing is:

Your human will.

God has granted you the gift of free choice.  You can choose to do this or that and nobody can make you do anything you don’t want to.  You can choose to obey and move forward in God, or you can choose a life of sin and shrinking back from what God has for your life.  No preacher can make you do anything.  No devil can make you do anything.  God for the time being will not make you do anything.  One day, every knee will bow and every tongue confess Him as Lord or Master, but that is not so right now.  Those who will confess and allow Him to be Lord of All in their life will do so voluntarily.  And because God refuses to change your will right now, that means that right now, your human will is a very powerful force.  What you set it to do or not do will have great effect on everything else in life.  Our last text said:

James 4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. ESV

The order of the verse is very important to get:  first submit yourselves therefore to God and then resist the devil and he will flee from you.  If you are not submitted to God, the devil will just laugh at you in the face.  Furthermore, if you are submitted to God, but do not resist the devil’s advances, you will still be an easy target for sin.  You have to use your human will to choose to resist temptation and to turn from evil and God will not do that part for you.  He gave you a strong human will that nothing can override except you and if you are to do right, you are going to have to take the initiative to use it to choose rightly.  Some of you need to stop waiting for God to take the desire for sinful things away and just turn away and resist that temptation yourself.  You are waiting on God, but God is waiting on you to use what He gave you as you should!  You only do what you want to do; if you would want to live for God, then you can make it!  I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again:  if you want to live for God, there is not a devil in hell or person on earth that can cause you to not do so.  But if you really don’t want to live for God, there is not a preacher or a God who will make you do so.  Somebody needs to get a revelation of the power of the human will and use it for righteousness!

I close by bringing you two thoughts with all of this in mind.  First, you must have all three of these powerful things in operation if you are to truly be victorious in life and over the devil.  The Seven Sons of Sceva in the book of Acts had the name of Jesus but they did not have the blood of Jesus and were not living a repentant lifestyle and had not been baptized in Jesus’ name and the result was the devils whipped them, stripped them, and ran them out of town!  You need all three:  not just an ability to say the name of Jesus, but a relationship and a revelation of the Jesus in whom you call!  And you need the power of the blood of Jesus in your life.  And don’t learn the hard way that the name of Jesus cannot be invoked to do the will of man.  The Seven Sons of Sceva were using it for their will, to make money in their new “ghostbusting” business and it didn’t work.  The name of Jesus is not a magic formula, but it is a revelation that – when you submit your will to God’s and use it for God’s will – will produce miraculous and powerful results!  But it is no good if your will is not submitted to God’s will for your life!  

The second and final thought is this:  it is because of the great fear of the power of these three things that the devil fights the truth of water baptism in the name of Jesus so much.  Because when a person gets baptized by complete immersion in water in the name of Jesus, with faith in God’s Word, they bring together these three things in their life.  Their faith and obedience is their submitting their will to God; the name of Jesus is being called out over them, and the blood of Jesus is covering them and washing away all of their sins!  That is why water baptism is absolutely necessary for salvation and for living for God and that is why the devil has many mouthpieces today trying to discredit water baptism and unnecessary or not a big deal.  There are many preachers even today who are Satan’s mouthpiece by preaching that water baptism isn’t important.  Or they say, “it doesn’t matter how you were baptized and it doesn’t matter whether or not someone said, ‘in the name of Jesus’ or not.”  And so they baptize in the titles and say, “in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit” and never use the actual name which is Jesus.  And they say, “it’s not big deal.”  It is a very big deal – because it is three very, very powerful elements coming together and becoming available in your life.

You must be baptized “in the name of Jesus” and think of the importance this way.  We lay hands on your head and pray in the name of Jesus and you got the name of Jesus on your head.  We pray for our food in the name of Jesus and get it in our stomach.  We pray that God touch our mind in the name of Jesus and get it involved in our thoughts.  But only when we are baptized, are we being immersed completely with the name of Jesus Christ!  I don’t want just part of the covering of the blood, I want the covering and protection and washing of the blood of Jesus all over me!  I don’t want just a partial application of the name of Jesus Christ, but I want His name all over me – I want to take on His name completely!  And that will never happen until I submit my will to God’s will and obey the commandments to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ!  

God has made available to you and I three very powerful things!  His blood is here available for your redemption and your salvation and His name is here to be grasped, used, and called upon.  And you have your will that will determine what happens next.  Choose wisely:  Choose to enact and enable and use fully all that God has given you!  Use fully and wisely these three very powerful things!     
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